
20-February-18 1

African Organisation For Standardisation

KNOWLEDGE SHARING ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT 



20-February-18 2

1. INTRODUCTION

KNOWLEDGE SHARING ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
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ARSO MISSION
Facilitate intra-African 

and global trade

through harmonized standards 

and conformity system
57th ARSO Council, Sudan

ARSO is 

intergovernmental
organization established in 

1977 by OAU (currently 

AU) and UNECA
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UNIDO
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From FAO report
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STANDARDS IMPROVE AGRO-EXPORT
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2. GOOD PRACTICE

KNOWLEDGE SHARING ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT 



1. ARSO/THC 02, 
Agriculture and Food 
Products

2. Capacity building –
participation in 
Standards setting
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Knowledge 
& know how sharing

competitive  
products and 

service 

2.1 PARTICIPATION IN 

STANDARDS SETTING
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compliance with 
regulations

product 
safety
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Reasons for contravention Number %

Food additives 2 1%

Pesticide residues 0 0%

Heavy metals 1 0%

Mould 19 6%

Microbiological contamination 125 41%

Decomposition 9 3%

Filth 54 18%

Low acid canned foods 4 1%

Labelling 38 13%

Other 51 17%

Total 303 100%

68% non compliance to relatively less costly 

-safety standards like food hygiene-

Value addition 
products 

& services



risk 
management
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Inputs

On farm

transport
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output
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Platinum

Diamond

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Regional
Global

National Local

Market

new export 
markets & 
customers,



20-February-18

Mutual recognition –ARSO CACO

1 
Test

1 
CONFORMITY 
ASSESSMENT

1
Standard

Accepted

everywhere

ARSO 
CACO

KNOWLEDGE SHARING ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
12

1-1-1 principle 



20-February-18KNOWLEDGE SHARING ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT 13

EMA Certification

IP: Registered in EUIPO and WIPO

1. Agriculture

2. Fisheries 

3. Tourism

4. Forestry
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Country Revenue 
generated/
USD

Sales revenue 
%

Egypt 12 M (2010) 3.3

Cameroun 1.96 M 5.2

Benefits of standards in agri-business-source ISO
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 Engage and be involved in 
standardisation work-
Capacity building of SMEs

 Make it usable- Outreach 
materials

 Respond to current issues-
Rebranding – systainability
standards

 Don’t frustrate-Help to grow
- Maturity Model

 Don’t stop talking-
Mobilisation and awareness 
creation

Learn, Unlearn And Relearn: How To Stay Current And 
Get Ahead, by Margie Warrell



Me daa si

Asante

Merci beaucoup!

Thank you!

شكرا

Muito obrigado!
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